








From: Public Comments
To: John Holt; Karey Cha
Subject: [CAUTION SPOOFING] Public Comment for City Council
Date: Monday, November 2, 2020 2:31:33 PM

Council Meeting Date: 2020-11-02
Item Number: 12
Name: Jeni-Ann Kren
Email: jenikren@aol.com
Comment: This is in response to the resolution to consider whether the current system of city-
wide election of City Council Members is consistent with requirements of the California
Voting Rights Act or whether there is evidence of racially polarized voting which would
indicate a need to move toward district-based elections. I support this evaluation but I call on
the Council to use a broader standard for making this decision. The question should be
whether district-based elections would enhance small d democratic engagement of constituents
in the government of our community. There is evidence that the current system does not
encourage participation in the fact that election cycles were cancelled in 2011, 2013, and
2015. Also, when elections do occur, voter turnout is only about 25% of that of Clovis
residents in the general elections. The city needs to do more to engage its citizens. District
based elections would be a step in that direction.
Supporting Files (2 Max.): 
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Date: November 2, 2020
Time: 2:33 pm
Remote IP: 73.41.97.20
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From: Public Comments
To: John Holt; Karey Cha
Subject: [CAUTION SPOOFING] Public Comment for City Council
Date: Monday, November 2, 2020 1:00:34 PM

Council Meeting Date: 2020-11-02
Item Number: 12
Name: Paul McGeary
Email: pmcgeary@gmail.com
Comment: Councilors:
I wish to be recorded as favoring the action described in Item No. 12 on the agenda of Nov. 2,
2020, which calls for review of the current at-large method of electing members of the City
Council and Clovis Unified school board at-large to a system of district-based elections. I feel
that such a system is more responsive to the voters and will better represent the interests of
individual communities within the city and the unified school district. 

This is particularly important in the matter of elections for trustees of the Clovis Unified
School Board. By moving to district-based election, we ensure that all voices are heard and
that the residents of a particular district have the ultimate say in who will represent them.

As for City Council elections, the present system of electing five members at-large is less in
need of change, though I suggest enlarging the Council to, say, nine members, with five
members elected at-large and four representing and elected from voting districts the
boundaries of which would be determined after the results of the 2020 federal Census are
received and analyzed. This would ensure that the Council—whose purview is Clovis only—
would have a mix of members with responsibility to the entire city and those representing the
interests of specific districts within the city. Clovis’ increasing diversity and expanding
geography, in my view, make such an adjustment in size and qualifications for City Council
appropriate and will make for a more responsive government.
Very truly yours,
Paul McGeary
4012 Trenton Ave.
Clovis CA 93619
Supporting Files (2 Max.): 

---

Date: November 2, 2020
Time: 2:00 pm
Remote IP: 67.187.178.166
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From: Public Comments
To: John Holt; Karey Cha
Subject: [CAUTION SPOOFING] Public Comment for City Council
Date: Sunday, November 1, 2020 9:48:11 AM

Council Meeting Date: 2020-11-02
Item Number: 12
Name: Harold, and Judy Mitchell, 1416 Roberts Avenue Clovis California
Email: mitchsgrenthumb@yahoo.com
Comment: We are opposed to the proposal coming before the city council. Dividing the city
up by council districts is not a good idea. We have seen gerrymandering all across this
country. We can’t trust you to do the right thing. There will be a small group selecting our
council. Your votes make decisions for the whole city why not be elected by the whole city?
It’s about accountability! No bad idea for Clovis!
Supporting Files (2 Max.): 

---

Date: November 1, 2020
Time: 10:48 am
Remote IP: 99.92.81.18
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From: Public Comments
To: John Holt; Karey Cha
Subject: [CAUTION SPOOFING] Public Comment for City Council
Date: Monday, November 2, 2020 3:13:39 PM

Council Meeting Date: 2020-11-02
Item Number: 12
Name: Rachel Youdelman
Email: rachel27@berkeley.edu
Comment: Please read this comment into the record:
Results of the 2020 census and the March 2020 primary election notwithstanding, district-
based elections will not only reflect the public interest more closely than will off-year city-
wide elections for at-large representatives, they will stimulate wider participation in city
government, something the City Council should be doing far more to encourage. Currently the
Council seems reactive regarding engaging the public, as when it passively hears from citizens
showing up at Council meetings with complaints about commercial housing developers and
the like. From what I have noticed as an observer of the Council meetings this year, such
citizens from specific districts have needs and interests which warrant better representation—
neighborhood development being a case in point. Expectations of public servants would be
raised, as would public accountability. Hence I strongly support conversion to district-based
municipal elections in Clovis.
Supporting Files (2 Max.): 

---

Date: November 2, 2020
Time: 4:13 pm
Remote IP: 73.220.235.169
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From: Andrew Haussler
To: John Holt
Subject: FW: Council item: 11/2/20 regarding Council members representing City Districts not at large
Date: Monday, November 2, 2020 7:35:09 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Please provide to Council.
 
Andy Haussler
Community & Economic Development Director
City of Clovis
1033 Fifth Street
Clovis, CA  93612
p. (559) 324-2095
f.  (559) 324-2840
www.ci.clovis.ca.us
 

 

From: pbos@clovis-museum.com [mailto:pbos@clovis-museum.com] 
Sent: Sunday, November 01, 2020 7:46 PM
To: Andrew Haussler <andrewh@ci.clovis.ca.us>
Subject: Council item: 11/2/20 regarding Council members representing City Districts not at large
 
Hi Andrew, please forward this E-mail to Council Members regarding considering Council members 
being elected by districts and not at large. Fresno is a prime example of how ineffective/quarrelsome
Councils become.  Does the 2020 Census population require us to create districts? 
IF we have a choice, this item should be tabled and our citizens should be alerted to this drastic change.
Thank you for forwarding this E-mail. Kind regards, Peg

mailto:/O=CITY OF CLOVIS/OU=CITYOFCLOVIS/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ANDREWH
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